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During 2008, MIFLAG held 6 regular meetings, 2 field trips, 1 workshop to review past
indicator performance and consider new indicators, 2 public outreach events and a Christmas
gathering.
The guest speaker at the Christmas gathering was John Henderson of the Campbell River
First Nation providing a unique perspective on the aboriginal harvesting right and the
cooperative effort of the Kwakiutl District Council Hunt Committee with the Province of British
Columbia in Elk Management. It was a wonderful social event and an informative one for
MIFLAG members who all enjoyed the opportunity to meet outside of our regular meeting
format.
MIFLAG membership was stronger in 2008, with members expressing appreciation for more
First Nation involvement and consistent stakeholder representation at the table. The
members continually review stakeholder and First Nation representation to ensure full
representation of community and First Nation values.
Once again I would like to say “thank you to MIFLAG members and Western Forest Products
for the tremendous effort that you make to represent the values of your communities and First
Nations towards sustainable forest management and sustainable communities. It is indeed
an honour and a privilege to facilitate and chair such a dedicated group of volunteers.
Especially in these difficult and trying times in
the forest sector it is important to keep the
values of your First Nations and Stakeholder
groups in front of you as you strive for continual
improvement through this CSA Forest
Certification process.”

MIFLAG Public Outreach event.
For More Information:
Ronald Frank, R.P.F., MIFLAG Facilitator/Chair.
Phone: (250) 338-9717 Fax: (250) 338-5604
E-mail: shelter@island.net
MIFLAG Website: WWW.MIFLAG.ORG
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Mid Island Forest Lands Advisory Group (MIFLAG) is an independent
body which, for more than 10 years, has been providing organized and
regular input to the development, implementation and ongoing
improvement of Western Forest Products’ (WFP) Sustainable Forest
Manage
Management
ment (SFM) system at Mid Island Forest Operations.
Input comes from a range of First Nation and Stakeholder
representatives of the surrounding Communities, including Sayward,
Campbell River, Comox and Cape Mudge. The Canadian Standards
Association Z809 (CSA Z809) forest certification forms the core of
MIFLAG’s activities.
The land base on which MIFLAG advises WFP is called the Defined
Forest Area (DFA) and includes 157,500 hectares of provincial crown
forest land within Block 2 of Tree Farm Licence 39.
The strength of this process lies in the auditing of the process by Third
Party Auditors to ensure compliance with agreed measurables, which
are called Indicators. MIFLAG currently has 41 indicators measuring a
range of items from variable retention harvesting to public education,
communication and consultation. These have been developed and
agreed to by MIFLAG in an effort to measure continued improvement in
Sustainable Forest Management and to truly reflect the Community
Values expressed by MIFLAG.
To date, MIFLAG has successfully passed all audits and continues to
express our community and First Nations values through this forest
certification process.

Mid Island Forest Lands
Advisory Group
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MEMBERSHIP

MIFLAG MEMBERS SPEAK

In 2008 the following First Nation and Stakeholder Groups were participating members of
MIFLAG:

MIFLAG works by consensus but our members have their own viewpoints and specific key
values, which they represent to the MIFLAG table. Looking back at 2008 this is what a few or
our members had to say:

Chief John Smith
Rod Naknakim
Bill Harrison*/Morgan Ostler
Lynn Nash
Rick Wangler
Maureen Brinson
Richard Glover
Ziggy Stewart*
Kelly Arkell
Ron Chapman*/Bill Allen
Julie Sigurdson/Sandra Barnes
Clay Carlson
Morgan Ostler
Barry Nash*/Rosemary Croteau
Mary Storry

Tlowitsis First Nation
Hamatla Treaty Society
Seniors’ Representative
Community Member at Large
United Steelworkers Local 1-363
Chamber of Commerce
Sayward Fish and Game Club
City of Campbell River
Forest Contractors to Western
Suppliers to Western
C.R. Environmental Committee
Timberline Secondary School Education
Regional District of Comox-Strathcona
Village of Sayward
Strathcona Regional District

*(Indicates MIFLAG members who left MIFLAG during 2008. Some of the members were
displaced by Municipal and Regional elections while others left their respective stakeholder
groups, moved away or retired. Our thanks to all of those who have given so freely of their
time and energy in an effort for sustainable forest management and sustainable communities)
Observer Status:
John Andres

Ministry of Forests

Western Staff:
Gary Skabeikis, R.P.F.
Randall Dayton, R.F.T.*
Ken Mackenzie, R.P.F.
Michelle deBellefeuille, R.P.F.
Martin Buchanan, R.F.T.
Janice Mathers, R.P.F.*

Campbell River Environmental Committee: The public outreach events of MIFLAG have
been valuable with many people interested in what the MIFLAG group does. The MIFLAG
regular meetings and field trips have been informative. The major concern lately has been
about jobs, ownership and the economy. Priorities for 2009 are to make sure the
environmental aspects of forest management are looked after.
City of Campbell River: WFP Mid Island
Forest Operation undoubtedly takes the
commitment on Sustainable Forest management
seriously. Presentations to the advisory group
are thoughtfully presented so that lay persons
can more easily grasp the strategies used by the
company to attain high standards. As well, our
concerns about protecting recreational values as
well as adherence to riparian standards are met
with helpful response sue as map displays and
understandable charts.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
Operations Forester responsible for the Public
Advisory process at WFP Mid Island Operation
Area Engineer, WFP, Mid Island
Operations Manager, WFP, Mid Island
Regional Certification Coordinator
Regional Forester
Field Engineer, WFP, Mid Island

Administrative Support to MIFLAG:
Agnes Goldstone*/Nicole Flohr
Ronald Frank, R.P.F.

Sayward Fish and Game: Sayward Fish and Game would like to thank WFP for their FIA
funding assistance with the 2008 Salmon River, Big Tree Creek Project where 600 metres of
spawning channel was constructed. MIFLAG continues to do good work as usual.

Recording Secretary/Administrative
Facilitator/Chair

The MIFLAG group on a field trip.

In the 10-year lifespan of MIFLAG I cannot think of a time when members have been more
concerned about the economic conditions in the forest industry. At every meeting the
concern about jobs, economic benefits and the viability of the forest industry is a big topic and
the members keep bringing forward these concerns, which strongly affect the viability of the
communities, associated with the Defined Forest Area of Block 2 of TFL 39.
Communications between WFP and the MIFLAG stakeholders and First Nations is at an alltime high. Members freely discuss issues of the day and are working diligently at refining old
indicators and bringing forward new values important to their respective constituents.
Members appear to remain optimistic that the economic conditions will improve—but when?

